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Reports on stress response of tobacco expressing a bacterial glutathione reductase (GR)
do not agree. To clarify this situation we investigated several parameters using the tobacco
BelW3 line and its transformant BelW3gor expressing an E. coli GR.
This alteration in the activity of GR led to an ambiguous modification of the antioxidative
system. In contrast to the wild type, the transgenic tobacco suffered lipid peroxidation under
moderate light intensities, while it was found to be more resistant towards oxidative stress
induced by paraquat or hydrogen peroxide. Transcript levels for violaxanthin deepoxidase
and cytosolic Cu-Zn-superoxide dismutase were strongly reduced in BelW3gor plants as com-
pared to BelW3.
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